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V1. A Difcourfe of the Viper, and fome other
Poyfons, Wrate by Sr. Theodore de Mayerne,
after Difcourfing with Mr. Ponteeus.  Commu-
nicated by Sir Theodore de Vaux, M. D.

and S. R. §S.

He Venom of a Viperinitfelf is not Mortal toa
| Robuft and Sound Body; and tho very unhappy
and mifchievous accidents attend it; asagreat Tumour,
Tenfion and Weight of the Part, Humidity and Varie-
ty of Colours, Phrenfies, Convulfions and Vomitings ;
yet in Eight or Ten days at moft thefe accidents are
over, although the Patient may be very ill, yet he re-
covers again ; whilft the Poyfon having run through di-
vers parts of the body; at laft it always throws it felf
into the Scrotum, fwelling it extreamly, caufes a great
heat and quantity of Urine, very hotand fharp, by
which it is difcharged ; this evacuation being the ordina-
ry and moft certain Crifis of the Difcafe: Itis obferva-
ble that the perfpiration being obftructed by the Poyfon,
aManbit by a Viper and {welled up, in three or four
days fhall weigh almoftas much more then he did before.
A fickly Perfon under an ill habit of Bedy, or fear-
ful, dies Infallibly, and in fhort time by this Venom
without fpeedy help.

In the extream Nervous Parts, near the Pulfe and
Tongue, the bites are dangerous, and accidents very
painful.

Frefh Vipers that have rot bit, but have the blad-
ders of the Gums full of Vegom, are the moft Mifchie-
vous.

Moun-
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Mountebanks to impofeupon the People, either make
their Vipers bite before they bring them out ; or with a
Needle feratch the Gums, and prefs out the Poyfon.

They make us belicve that a bite on the left breaft
ncar the heart, is more mortal than elfewhere, butthis
is a ciicat, it caufing only a great fwelling on all that
fide of the body, on thc Neck and Face, which after-
wards falls dewn: (as was faid) into the Scrotum, and
is cvacuated by Urine.

~ For thefle great and painful fwellings, the Remedy is
to drink the Decoltion of Marrabium, or the powder ta-
ken inwardly, aed a fomentation with the decoction, ap-
plying the reft on the place.  Ariffolochiais alfo a ftrong
and powerful Aatidote againft the Viper ; fo that if
one be bit on the Tongue, he need only take a flice of
this Root, heat it and apply it, and it goes away.

Ponteus a Chymical Mountebank, a Native of Eng-
land, and an Apothecary by Trade, from whom I had
the above mentioned Obfervations, was oneday acciden-
tally bit by a frefh Viper on his right wrift; he thought
it would havekilled him ; one ot the greateft pains he
fuffcred was almoft an infupportable Tenfion of the
palm of hishand.

He compofed his Antidote of Extra& of Juniper ber-
ries, drawn with a decoCtion of rootsof round Ariffe-
lochia, of Succifa, Marrubium Album, flower-of Brim-
ftone and of white Vitriol.

For Poyfon not Carrofive, fuchas thofe of Animals
and Vegetables, and even for the Plague it felf; (which
he believes he can cure by the fame Remedy), He makes
ufe of noVitriol. Butit the Poyfon be fublimate, which
of it {elf excites Vomiting, he adds Vitriol, not in a
proportion to Vomit as a Drachme, but orly a feruple

or half adram, the Vomiting being affitted by the Cor-
rofive Poyfon it felf.

Bb 2 To
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To encreafe the Value of this Antidote with the
People, when the Experiment is made on Dogs; to
that Deg which they would have dy of the bite of the
Viper , he gives with the Aatidote a quarter of a Nux
Pomica not powdred, only cut in bits, and the next
day the Dog dies. If it were powdered the Dog would
dyc in balf anhour.

He fays Nux Vomica is fo called by contrarices, for it
never Vomits but fhuts up the Stomach, and contraéts
the Nerves by its poyfon.

To preferve tiie Dogsalive, you mult give them with
the Antidote orany thing clle,threc or four grains of fub-
limate, which immediately {ets them a Vomiting, and
fo faves tham alive.

He offcrs to take all forts of Poyfons, even Corro-
fives after an ordinary meal, and for a tryal of Skill he
rcfufes them not on an empty Stomach.

He much eftcems Morfus Diaboli, Succifa or Dzvills-
bit, againtt all forts of Poyfons ; he laughs at the Poy-
{fonof aToad, which he fays has nopc atall, no more
then a Frog, and aflirms he has eat feveral without any
mifchicf.

His Sugar or Remedy for Worms inChildren, is fif-
tcen grains of  Mercurias dulcis with five grains of Scam-
meony, and two or three times as mucn Sugar, made
up 1n Lozenges.

Hc {ays, That this Dofc which in France purges grown
Perfons, docs nothing in England on thofe above fifteen
years old, and ought to be augmented.

His Mercurius duleis is made without Vicriol, which
tho good is yet Corrofive, he takes only athes with de-
crepitated Sal.

The manner of thealing of the Vipers Poyfon is thus
Inabout I of an hour, a Syncope or Swooning feizes
them with Tremblings and Convulfions, tingling of the
Ears, and frequently Deafnels for a moment; next as it

were
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were a white Sail comes before their eyes, which foon
vanithes : On the place of the bite a {welling rifes at
firft of the bignefs of a Pea, which grows asbigasa
Bean or a Nut,, and increafing inlarges it felf over the
Neighbouring parts, to a very confiderable Tumour
and Strechingof the fleth, which grows edematous, and
by littleand litcle falls into the Scrotum, and leaves the
part black, blew, and yellow.

Ir makes asit were bags in the skin, which feel hea-
vy when you walk asif filled with Quickfilver.

Do what you will the Poyfon will have its courfe, and
is ufually threedays before it comes to the heighth, and
as long abating,

For thefe great {wellings and ftretching of the parts,
a Fomentation and Catapla{m is made with Marrubium,
Zapfus barbatas and Agrimony.

The Gall of the Viper i1s no ways Venemous, and Pox-
teus fays, he ufually gives it without any ill effe& or
trouble, but its bitternefs; all the Poyfonis in a Liquor
in the Gums, which is yellow like Oyl, of which you
may eafily difarm the Viper.

The Viper is the moft Venemousof Serpents, the 4/p
is but a {pecies of the Viper. The NapeJus is a very
dangerous Poyfon,acting by its Acrimony, but you muft
take a great quantity of it; itburns the throat extream-
ly as does Alum, but it is cured by the Antidote.

Crude Antimony does nothing if attacqued by the
Antidote.

The moft mifchievous of ali Poyfons is Opium, of
which having given an exceflive quantity to his Servant,
at firft he had Convulfions, then firange Vomitings, not
able to let any thing go downintohis Stomach, a {leepi-
nefs followed : allwhich time they kept himawake as
much as poffible. At laft all of a fudden he grew well,
and called for Victuals.

Succifa
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Succifa, ot Devils bit, is excellent for Povions, e-
fpecially the Plague; and it is oblervable, that it isfo
powerful a Sudorifick, tiat fayieg the fick Perfon whe-
ther of the Plague or otiict maiignant Fever, on 2 Bed
of that herb, moderately hot, he fhall {weat till they
take him off, and much moreif he drinks of the de.co-
&ion or juice of the herb, which iri Summer they take
all, and in Winterof the root only.

He fays, That for the Dropfy after all other things,
one of the beft Remedies in the World, is to take Mor-
fus Diaboli and put it over the fire in a dry Kettle, that
it may wet it only with its own juice, and of this to
apply a quantity tothe Belly and Reins of the Patient,
covering himup warm, and {o provoke {weat; which
will come away in great quantity, and may be main-
tained according to the ftrength of the Patient, and
Exigency of the Cafe.

VII. An Account of BO OKS, Vix.

An Account of feveral late Voyages and Difcoveries to
the South and North towards the Streights of Magel-
lan, the South Seas, the waft Tradls of Land beyond
Hollandia Nova, &'c. 4)fs towards Nova Zembla,Green-
land or Spitsberg, Groynland or Engronland, &c. By
Sir John Narborough, Capt. Jafmen Talman, Capr.
John Wood, and Frederick Marten of Hamburgh.
Zo which are annexed a large Introdultion and Supple-
ment.  The whole Ilufirated with Charts and Figares.
London: Printed for Sam.Smith and Benj. Walford,
Printers to the Royal Socicty , a¢ the Prince’s Arms
in St.Paul’s Church-yard. 1694. In O&avo.

ABout 14 Months ago thefe Bookfellers publithed a
"% Curious Collettion of Travels into the Levaxt,and
other adjacent Countries, By Rawoif, Belon, Greaves, &ec.
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